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Message from the President 
Dear Colleague:

As President of the American Hernia Society, it is my pleasure 
to welcome you to the Tenth Anniversary Hernia Congress of 
the American Hernia Society. �is gathering will o�er you the 
opportunity to listen to individuals who have dedicated their 
professional lives to the advancement of Herniology, a subject 
that illuminates ever-enlarging horizons.  At the same time, it 
gives us the unique chance to exchange ideas with those who, 
like you, work at the cutting edge of practical surgery.

We hope that, by the end of this meeting, you will have acquired 
new information that will help you perform hernioraphies with 
minimal local and systemic complications.  Please, try to re-
member that the lecturers will be delighted to answer your post-
session questions during informal gatherings. �e beautiful sur-
roundings bestowed by the Westin Diplomat Hotel located on 
the pristine beaches of Florida will enhance the chances for 
such an interlude.

Sincerely,

Maximo Deysine MD, FACS
President, American Hernia Society
Professor of Surgery, Winthrop University Hospital
Mineola, NY 
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Hotel Reservations
Special rates for at-
tendees have been se-
cured by the Ameri-
can Hernia Society at 
the Westin Diplomat 
Resort & Spa, Hol-
lywood, Florida. You 
must mention the 
American Hernia So-

ciety when making reservations. Act quickly in securing your 
accommodations. 

�e cut-o� date for our block of room is February 5, 2007.  
Guests rooms are $279 per night plus applicable taxes; this rate 
will be honored for three days before and after the conference 
dates upon availability.

�e Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa  �  Hollywood, Florida
954-602-6000/888-627-9057  �  www.diplomatresort.com

Spa & Golf
Relax in the spa and 
play a few rounds of 
golf at �e Diplomat�s 
facilities. A compli-
mentary shuttle de-
livers guests to �e 
Diplomat Country 
Club & Spa. Available 
to all guests, the club 

o�ers 60 luxurious guest rooms, tennis and spa facilities, and an 
award-winning Joe Lee-designed golf course. �e course earned 
the resort the only spot in southern Florida on CondØ Nast 
Traveler�s 2003 list of the top 100 golf resorts worldwide. 

Guests also enjoy the meticulously maintained driving range, 
the putting and chipping greens, and the pro shop with a variety 
of resort wear and access to on-site PGA instruction.

Guests visiting the 30,000-square-foot spa select from a variety 
of signature facial and body treatments as well as half- and full-
day packages. �e facility provides elegant men�s and women�s 
lounge areas, each with steam rooms, whirlpools, private patios, 
and a personal attendant.  Please contact hotel for details (954-
883-4900).



Local Attractions
Looking for fun in the sun? South Florida delivers!  Hollywood 
is an intimate community of 126,000 located on the coast be-
tween Ft. Lauderdale and Miami. Founded in the 1920�s, Hol-
lywood remains popular with sun-seekers. Its palm tree-lined 
streets, beautiful beaches, myriad diversions and trendy, rede-
veloped downtown make Hollywood an ideal destination for 
visitors to South Florida.

In nearby Fort Lauderdale, the famed Las Olas Boulevard, 
boasts a host of upscale shops and dining choices.  A few blocks 
way, in Las Olas Riverfront, an outdoor shopping, movie and 
eating mecca, provides a lively and fun atmosphere for all.  Mi-
ami is a short distance away, and has attractions such as the Mi-
ami Seaquarium, Vizcaya Museum, and the famous Coconut 
Grove and South Beach.

Driving Directions
Directions from Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood Int�l Airport to 
the Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa (approx. 15 minutes)
�	 Start out going SW on TERMINAL DR.
�	 Merge onto N FEDERAL HWY / US-1 S / FL-5 S / FL-A1A S 

toward DANIA BEACH / HOLLYWOOD.
�	 Turn SLIGHT RIGHT onto GRIFFIN RD / FL-818 W. Con-

tinue to follow FL-818 W.
�	 Merge onto I-95 S via the ramp on the LEFT toward MIAMI.
�	 Take HALLANDALE BCH BLVD / SR-858 exit- EXIT 18.
�	 Turn LEFT onto W HALLANDALE BEACH BLVD / FL-858 

E.
�	 Turn LEFT onto S OCEAN DR / FL-A1A N.
�	 End at 3555 S Ocean Dr Hollywood, FL 

Directions from Miami International Airport to the Westin 
Diplomat Resort & Spa (approx. 30 minutes)
�	 Start out going WEST on NW 20TH ST toward PERIMETER 

RD.
�	 Turn RIGHT toward AIRPORT EXIT / CAR RENTAL RE-

TURN.
�	 Merge onto FL-112 E / AIRPORT EXPY toward I-95 N / 

BEACHES (Portions toll).
�	 Take the I-95 S exit toward DOWNTOWN.
�	 Merge onto I-95 N via the exit on the LEFT toward FT. LAU-

DERDALE / ORLANDO.
�	 Take the HALLANDALE BCH BLVD / SR-858 exit- EXIT 

18.
�	 Turn RIGHT onto W HALLANDALE BEACH BLVD / FL-

858 E.
�	 Turn LEFT onto S OCEAN DR / FL-A1A N.
�	 End at 3555 S Ocean Dr Hollywood, FL 



Corporate Alliance
�e American Hernia Society is grateful to the following part-
ners in our Corporate Alliance:

Atrium Medical Corporation
Cook Surgical
Davol, Inc
Ethicon, Inc
LifeCell Corporation
Tyco HealthCare and Autosuture
W. L. Gore & Associates

�ese members of the Corporate Alliance, along with a number 
of other �rms, will have exhibits during our program.  Conti-
nental breakfasts and the refreshment breaks will be served in 
the Exhibit Hall.  Please visit with each exhibitor.  �e support 
of these friends of the AHS enables us to keep our registration 
fees to a minimum.  

Lunch & Learn Sessions
Lunch & Learn sessions are open to all meeting registrants. �e 
sessions are hosted by industry with speakers and topics selected 
by the host company.  Lunch and a short educational presenta-
tion are provided in each session.  �e Lunch & Learns are not 
covered for CME credit by the American Hernia Society.

Abstract Submissions
All physicians and residents are invited to submit abstracts for 
consideration at the Hernia Repair 2008 meeting.  Abstract cat-
egories include oral presentations and poster presentations on 
topics related to hernia surgery.  

�e abstracts are blinded and judged by a panel of physicians.  
Selected papers are presented during the four-day clinical pro-
gram.  Posters are on display during the meeting and judged 
on-site.  

O�cial abstract submissions are done through the American 
Hernia Society web site, www.americanherniasociety.org.  All 
submission criteria are listed on the website.  

�ree prizes are awarded for abstracts: the Bassini Prize for best 
abstract; the Fruchaud Prize for best poster; and the American 
Hernia Society Resident/Fellow Award for best Resident/Fel-
low presentation.



Accreditation & CME Information
Accreditation: �e Medical Educator Consortium,  is accredited  
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Credit Hours: �e Medical Educator Consortium,  designates 
this educational activity for a maximum of 24.00  credit hours in 
category 1 towards the AMA Physician�s Recognition award.

�is activity has been planned and implemented in accordance 
with the Essential Areas and Policies of the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint 
sponsorship of MEC and the American Hernia Society.  MEC 
is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

Faculty Disclosure Statement: �e Medical Educator Consor-
tium, in accordance with accreditation requirements, will dis-
closure any signi�cant �nancial interest or other relationship 
with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product (s) and/or 
provider(s) of commercial services discussed in an educational 
presentation and with any commercial supporters of the activ-
ity.



CME Mission
�e Medical Educator Consortium�s (MEC) is dedicated to el-
evating the standards in physician education.  Our mission is 
to develop educational activities that provide physicians with 
an academic vehicle through which they can ful�ll career-long 
learning commitments.   

�e primary function is to provide a comprehensive range of 
programs in di�erent medical specialties that emphasize the 
latest developments and cutting-edge medical knowledge.  �is 
is accomplished through state-of-the-art conferences that in-
clude symposia, interactive sessions, panel discussions, plenary 
sessions and written materials.  

�e focus of these CME activities will be based on enhancing 
the learners� outcomes as they relate to:
1)	 Competence in Patient Care
2)	 Performance in the Physicians Practice; or
3)	 Improved Patient Outcomes 

�ese programs rely on national level needs assessment activities 
in conjunction with personal evaluations that include learner 
outcome assessments to identify �gaps� in current professional 
practice, as a mechanism for designing well-de�ned CME ac-
tivities that provide strategies and techniques to optimize health 
care delivery.  Additionally, participant self assessment tools will 
be used as a follow up to these programs in order to provide 
the information needed to identify goals related to competence, 
performance, or patient outcomes and measure the success of 
particular programs in achieving these goals.



Scientiýc Sessions
WEDNESDAY, March 7, 2007
3:00 ��	 Registration
6:00 ��	 Opening Reception

THURSDAY, March 8, 2007
7:00 ��	 Continental Breakfast, Exhibits Open
7:45 ��	 Arthur I. Gilbert, M.D.
	 Miami, FL
	 �e Myopectineal Ori�ce: A Better 
	 Understanding of the Groin
8:00 ��	 Michael Brunt, M.D.
	 St. Louis, MO
	 Athletic Hernias and Related Groin Injuries
8:15 ��	 Giampiero Campanelli, M.D.
	 Milan, Italy
	 Suture Free Hernia Repair: Lichtenstein 
	 Modi�ed and the TIMELI Trial
8:30 ��	 Arthur R. Wijsmuller, M.Sc.
	 Rotterdam, �e Netherlands
	 Nerve Management During Open Hernia 
	 Repair: Systemic Review  
8:45 ��	 Arthur R. Wijsmuller, M.Sc.
	 Nerve Identifying Inguinal Hernia Repair: 
	 A Surgical Anatomical Study                     
9:00 ��	 Patrick J. O�Dwyer, M.D.
	 Glasgow, Scotland (UK)
	 Observation v. Operation: Inguinal Hernia                 
9:15 ��	 PANEL DISCUSSION
9:45 ��	 BREAK & EXHIBITS
10:30 ��	 Michael Brunt, M.D.
	 �e Role of Biologic Mesh in Paraesophageal Hernia 

Repair
10:45 ��	 Charles J. Filipi, M.D.
	 Omaha, NE
	 Mesh vs. No Mesh for Hiatal Hernia
11:00 ��	 Michael O�Reilly, M.D.
	 Marietta, GA
	 Mesh Reinforced Repair of the Esophageal 
	 Hiatus: Fourteen-year Experience
11:15 ��	 Karl A. LeBlanc, M.D., M.B.A.
	 Baton Rouge, LA
	 Laparoscopic Parastomal



11:30 ��	 PANEL DISCUSSION
12:00 ��	 LUNCH & LEARNS
1:00 ��	 Corey R. Costello, N.S.F., Graduate Research 
	 Fellow, Columbia, MO
	 Heavyweight Polypropylene Mesh�Inert?
	 Maybe Not: An In-Depth Materials Analysis of
	 Explanted Specimens
1:15 ��	 W. Scott Helton, M.D.
	 New Haven, CT
	 Complex Abdominal Hernias and the Use of 
	 Biologic Tissue Grafts
1:30 ��	 Morris Franklin, M.D.
	 San Antonio, TX
	 Lap Hernia Repair in Emergent Situations
1:45 ��	 John B. Flament, M.D.
	 Reims, France (President, EHS)
	 Complications of Treatment of Incisional Hernias
2:00 ��	 Hartwig Bunzendahl, M.D., Ph.D.
	 Chapel Hill, NC 
	 �e Rives Repair Without Drains
2:15 ��	 PANEL DISCUSSION
2:45 ��	 BREAK & EXHIBITS
3:15 ��	 Raymond C. Read, M.D., Ph.D.
	 Rockville, MD 
	 Archaic Terms and Dogmas Impeding the Care of 

Abdominal and Pelvic Herniation
3:30 ��	 Robert J. Fitzgibbons, M.D.
	 Omaha, NE
	 Watchful Waiting
3:45 ��	 Johannes Jeekel, M.D.
	 Rotterdam, �e Netherlands
	 Mesh and Adhesions
4:00 ��	 Volker Schumpelick, M.D.
	 Aachen, Germany
	 Mesh and the Spermatic Duct: Experimental Results
4:15 ��	 Sergio Al�eri, M.D.
	 Rome, Italy
	 Chronic Pain, Nerves and Inguinal Hernia Repair
4:30 ��	 John B. Flament, M.D.
	 Large Inguinal Hernia
4:45 ��	 Reinhard Bittner, M.D.
	 Stuttgart, Germany
	 TAPP: Technical Update and Long-term Results
5:00 ��	 PANEL DISCUSSION



FRIDAY, March 9, 2007 

7:00 ��	 Continental Breakfast, Exhibits Open
7:30 ��	 Maurice E. Arregui, M.D.
	 Indianapolis, IN
	 Evidenced Based Medicine in Inguinal Hernia: 
	 A Critical Appraisal
7:45 ��	 Robert M. Zollinger, Jr., M.D.
	 Cleveland, OH
	 Testicular Atrophy
8:00 ��	 Parviz K. Amid, M.D.
	 Los Angeles, CA
	 New Understanding of Causes and Surgical 
	 Treatment of Post-Herniorrhaphy Chronic Pain: 

Extended Triple Neurectomy
8:15 ��	 Sergio Roll, M.D.
	 Curitiba, Brazil
	 Complications in Lap Hernia Repair
8:30 ��	 Sam Smedberg, M.D., Ph.D.
	 Helsingborg, Sweden
	 Sports Hernia  
8:45 ��	 Michael S. Kavic, M.D.
	 Youngstown, OH
	 Evaluation of Chronic Pelvic Pain by the General 

Surgeon               
9:00 ��	 PANEL DISCUSSION
9:30 ��	 BREAK & EXHIBITS
10:00 ��	 George M. Eid, M.D.
	 Pittsburgh, PA
	 �e Bariatric Approach to Ventral Hernias
10:15 ��	 Michael J. Rosen, M.D.
	 Cleveland, OH
	 Management of Loss of Domain: �e Silo Technique
10:30 ��	 Ricky Perry Clay, M.D.
	 Rochester, MN 
	 Tissue Expansion for Ventral Hernia
10:45 ��	 David B. Drake, M.D.
	 Charlottesville, VA
	 �e �Open Book� Variation of Components Separation
	 Technique for Repair of Ventral Hernias
11:00 ��	 Robert Smink, M.D. & Douglas Smink, M.D.
	 Wynnewood, PA & Lebanon, NH
	 Denervation Bulge
11:15 ��	 Giampiero Campanelli, M.D.
	 Prosthetic Repair in Potentially Contaminated Area:
	 When Is Worthwhile?




